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Kinsan Chung (鍾建新) was born in Hong Kong. He graduated from School of Design at Hong Kong Polytechnic College. He concentrates on watercolour painting since 1975. He is now the Founder of Tai Po Country Art Museum and Consultant of The HeArt Touch Charity Foundation. He has ever organized a solo-painting exhibition in Washington, the United States. In 2010, the China Star Light Charity Fund Association organized “The Unity of the World – Kinsan Chung Charity Auction & Solo Exhibition” in Hong Kong Chinese Fine Arts Centre.
Eyes of Father of Nation (不屈)
(154.5 cm x 102 cm; Watercolor on Paper)
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Kinsan Chung portrays Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s facial appearance, and he adopts the last photo that Dr. Sun took before his death as a reference. Chung is deeply touched by the persistence, selflessness and diligence of Dr. Sun. He has read a wide range of scholastic publications, such as “The History of Dr. Sun’s Philosophy” and “The Biography of Dr. Sun”, to obtain inspirations. He manifested his imaginations to describe how Dr. Sun looked like. Even though Dr. Sun’s eyes unveiled a kind of mental exhaustion, he never let himself collapsed. He insisted to go ahead with his ultimate ideal, as he did not want to see a stagnation of reformative and liberal thoughts in China.

Kinsan Chung vividly expressed the determined spirits from Dr. Sun’s innermost condition by adopting the textures of rocks. He transformed his angers into a sort of motivation that pushed forward the wholesome revival of Chinese Civilization.
The Young Lady - Soong Ching Ling (出塵)
(154.5 cm x 102cm; Watercolour on Paper)
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Kinsan Chung describes historical figures based on his comprehensive analysis on national history, and he describes Madam Soong Ching Ling as similar as a statue. While Chung was portraying Madam Soong’s clothes, Chung applied the iconographies from the accessories on Goddess of Mercy’s body as a kind of fashion design. The theme of this painting is “The Young Lady”. Such inspiration originates from Chung’s experience of having a dream at night. Chung was impressed while seeing the compassionate face of the Goddess of Mercy. He tried to merge that particular kind of “compassion” with the facial description for Madam Soong. The art lovers can perceive the simplicity and immortality of Madam Soong. In fact, Madam Soong had a disobedient personality during her years of overseas studies in the United States. After her marriage with Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Madam Soong turned to be very committed in various charity affairs. She cared for the prospect of the entire Chinese Civilization. Thus, Madam Soong changed to be as compassionate as the Goddess of Mercy.

Existence (自在菩薩)

(77.5 cm x 51 cm; Watercolour on Paper)
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Kinsan Chung made reference to a particular “Goddess of Mercy” statue in the Ming Dynasty to create this painting. He corresponded with the notion of “reconciliation with Nature”, which was advocated by Wang Yangming (王陽明), a distinguished master of “Rational Philosophy” in the Ming Dynasty. International scientists have proved rocks and stones as “the Origin of Creations”. The holes on rocks and stones allow the pregnancy of biological lives. They are of strong surfaces, and facilitate an immense level of spatial expansion. Humans could discover the noumenon of our Universe by an observation on rocks and stones.

The Goddess of Mercy is a transformed figure of “Universal Compassion”. She stresses the importance of “heartfelt care”, “fraternity” and “equality”. She is the symbol of harmony. Humans in this contemporary epoch badly need these graceful attitudes. In fact, there’s a “Goddess of Mercy” in every person’s innermost condition. It is because we comprehend the virtue of maintaining a good interpersonal relationship with kindness. Kinsan Chung recited the Buddhist scriptures while he was portraying the leisurely appearance of the Goddess.
* SOURCES OF ARTWORK PHOTOS:

(1) http://www.kinsanchung.com/activities_2.html (Watercolour’s World - Kinsan Chung)
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(3) Exhibition leaflets published by the Art Of Nature International Company Limited for its participation in the 4th Cross-Strait (Xiamen) Cultural Industries Fair (第四屆海峽兩岸廈門文化產業博覽會)
