The French Revolution, being motivated by the thought of enlightenment, led to a political turmoil in France with a power shift from nobles to bourgeoisie and lower-class people
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The French people began to aware their racial identity since St. Jeanne La Pucelle’s sacrifice for the nation against British attack in Hundred Years’ War in the 13th Century. Such type of nationalistic sentiment was re-aroused once the French philosopher proclaimed new ideologies that confronted with the old thoughts in the Enlightenment Period of the 17th Century. The French Revolution, initiated by Napoleon Bonaparte, helped French to strive for first-ever breakthroughs in the system of absolute monarchy.

Jean Jacques Rosseau spread the though of political reform by absorbing the enlightened knowledge from the Chinese civilization. He issued the “Contract of Social Restrains” that revitalized the importance of people’s view, which raised the dissatisfaction upon the privilege of clergymen and nobles for having tax exemptions, taking up essential military posts, causing exhaustion of wealth and raising heavy foreign debts. Lower-class civilians were dissatisfied with the duplication of governance, bureaucratic inefficiency, corruptions, regional politics and abuse of “royal order” to arrest the opponents, together with the monopolization of nobles and merchants in terms of recruiting taxes in a “package-business” manner. The Saloon culture and expansion of café in the nobility class helped brewed the revolutionary and enlightened ideas among the intellectuals.

Louis XVI revealed his incapability in exerting an authority to restrain the indulgence of privileged class, as he couldn’t urge them for a suspension of tax exemption in the Three-Leveled Assembly (1788). There was a nation-wide demonstration of university professors, lawyers, journalists and bankers who urged for an acceptance on the third-class people and “one person, one vote” in the Versailles Conference. Louis XVI reopened the National Assembly in June 1788 in order to surrender to civilians’ requests. But he finally used the repair work in progress as an excuse to close the Assembly and station troops there.

To unleash the resentment, Camille Desmoulins organized warrior riots to kill the city-governors and expel the bureaucrats. He led the civilians to capture the prison which forced Louix XVI to reorganize the National Assembly in emergence. Because of the unprecedented great participation of lower-class women, soldiers from the National Guarding Army were tendered to follow the rioted peasants to approach the Versailles Palace and replaced the new royal troops as the safeguard force.

Demonstrators issued the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen” in the Tuileries Palace, which stressed an imitation to the British Law for an abolition of the abuse of executive orders. The revolutionists issues bank-notes themselves after the confiscation of one-fifth Church reserves in order to pay off the debts, which greatly undermined the influence of clergymen. They imitated Bardon de Montesquieu’s idea to establish the three-leveled division of civic bodies. Nobles and clergymen had to escape north-eastward because of the pressure from widespread ideology conducted by the enlightened journalists.

Bourbon’s defeat in Franco-Austrian War stirred up another storm of widespread demonstration, as its warrior policy did not raise the favor among the people. September Massacre was organized by George Jacques Danton to make a radical expudiation of Bourbons after the threat of Prusso-Austrian expedition. In 1793, councilors in the National Assembly declared hostility against nobles and privileged class and an approval to executive the Bourbon rulers. The Reign of Terror was aroused by the George Jacques Danton to outlaw the counter-revolutionists nation-widely regardless of judiciary controls. Because of bankers’ patronage, Napoleon Bonaparte was able to build up military strength and form the Directory for an establishment of the First French Republic.

However, due to his over-ambitions in conquering the whole European continent, Napoleon suffered from a military setback in the Waterloo Battlefield with a coincidence of continuous disturbances both in French territory and in other conquered countries. Napoleon’s restoration of Empirical rule further alienated the French people who wanted for virtual democracy and immediate socio-economic recovery. But, the short-lived success of Napoleon’s Republicanism set a prominent example in the political atmosphere in 17th-Century Europe, as the idea of “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” encroached the long-lasting feudalistic social-structures in European civilization, whereas people from other autocratic countries further aware their civic privilege to engage in political says and had aspiration to destroy the old order of hierarchical predominance among the nobility. 
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